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Accessing REA Data & Map Services 

Public Access  
 
To access REA downloadable data and online map services, you can use the Data Catalog and Map Catalog, respectively, for the REA in which you are 
interested.  The following steps show you how to access, view, and use the catalogs.  From within the catalogs, you can: 

 Review a list of data used in and produced by an REA and download data packages, 

 Review a list of maps which correspond to the maps in the final report and view maps interactively online or stream them to your own GIS.   
 

 
Before downloading data, we strongly recommend that users first review maps of interest through the Map Catalog to help determine which datasets 
you would like to download.  There are hundreds of datasets available for download; reviewing the maps will ensure you download the ones you are 

interested in and may also reveal other related datasets that you may find useful. 
 

View Maps through the Map Catalog 
Each REA has a corresponding Map Catalog that provides a list of all available maps and provides various options for accessing those maps.  Map Catalogs are 
available in PDF format at the REA Data Portal website (http://www.blm.gov/wo/st/en/prog/more/Landscape_Approach/reas/dataportal.html ).  Below we 
describe the information provided in the Map Catalogs. 

 
We recommend that users save Map Catalogs locally instead of opening them in a browser.  This will facilitate internet navigation when opening 
multiple online maps. 

 

 Before accessing a map, first review the catalog’s descriptive information, including:  
o the map title and a brief description of its subject matter, 
o a list of Management Question(s) and/or Conservation Elements and Change Agents that are addressed in the map, and 
o a list of figures in the final report which correspond to the map.  Refer to the final report for more detailed information about a map’s 

subject matter. 

 When you have determined which map you would like to access, click one of its corresponding hyperlinks:  
o ArcGIS.com – click to view a map online in ArcGIS.com.  This option requires no GIS software, only internet access.  See the following section 

on ArcGIS.com for more information on this feature. 
o Map Service – click to access a map through a services directory.  This link will take you to an ArcGIS Services Directory where you can opt to 

view the map in ArcView, ArcGIS Explorer, ArcGIS JavaScript, Google Earth, or ArcGIS.com.  All of these viewing applications require 
installation of software expect for ArcGIS.com.  See the following section on Map Services for more information on this feature. 
 

http://www.blm.gov/wo/st/en/prog/more/Landscape_Approach/reas/dataportal.html
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Screenshot of a Map Catalog  

 
 

Click one of these 
links to view a map 
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ArcGIS .com 
The ArcGIS .com link will open a session of ArcGIS.com interactive map service which will display the map you selected (see screenshot below).  In 
ArcGIS.com you can interact with the map and even add additional data to the map if desired.  Once the map is loaded, you can: 

 Click on the Details tab to access the Legend and Table of Contents (see graphic below). 
o the Legend shows which layers are currently displayed in the map, and 
o the Table of Contents allows you to see all data layers contained in the map and select which to turn on or off. 

 Click on the Add or Basemap tabs to add l data from either your computer or from public data services. 

 Use the tools at the top of the map Print, Share, or Save a map.  There are also tools that allow you to zoom, pan and measure. 

 You cannot download data directly from the ArcGIS.com. 
o If you would like to download a dataset seen in the map, note its name and go to the Data Catalog to download that data or use the ArcGIS 

service to stream the map.  
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Map Services 
The Map Service Link will bring up an ArcGIS Service Directory providing details about the map service including data layers, query options, map display, 
and KML generation. You can stream the ArcGIS Services to your own local GIS software application using the ArcGIS rest service URL.   For example: 

 If you have ArcMap installed on your local computer, you can click on the ArcMap hyperlink in the directory to open/save the map as an MXD. 

 Similarly, if you have any of the other listed software applications installed (e.g., Google Earth), simply click the corresponding hyperlink to view 
the map in that application. 
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Download Data through the Data Catalog 
Each REA has a corresponding Data Catalog that provides a list of all available datasets and provides various options for accessing those data.  Data Catalogs are 
available in PDF format at the REA Data Portal website (http://www.blm.gov/wo/st/en/prog/more/Landscape_Approach/reas/dataportal.html ).  Below we 
describe the information provided in the Data Catalogs. 

 
We recommend that users save Data Catalogs locally instead of opening them in a browser.  This will facilitate internet navigation when opening 
multiple online metadata files. 

 

 Before downloading  a dataset, first review the catalog’s descriptive information, including:  
o the title and a brief description of the data subject matter, and 
o its Metadata, which can be viewed by clicking on the corresponding hyperlink. 

 

 To download a dataset, click on the Download link.  
o You will be asked to save a zipped file (.zip) or a layer package file (.lpk), both of which contain the data file (in vector or raster format) and 

corresponding layer file(s).  Layer files store the symbology used to display the data (i.e., color schemes, symbols, labels). 
o If you download a zipped file, you must “Save” the file locally and unzip the file before you can view the data or layer file(s) contained 

within.  Once unzipped, add the data or layer files to an ArcMap project.  Zipped files may contain multiple layer files which correspond 
to one dataset; the multiple layers files allow you to view the same dataset in different ways. 

o If you download a layer package, you can either:   
 Click “Save” to save the .lpk file locally. You can add it to an ArcMap project by dragging and dropping the layer package from 

ArcCatalog or, from within ArcCatalog, right-click the layer package and select “Unpack”. 
 Click “Open” and ArcMap will automatically open a new project (MXD) containing the data.  If you want to keep the data, you 

must save it from within ArcMap or go back to the Data Catalog, click the Download link, and click “Save”.   
o The files names for the dataset and layer file(s) contained in the zipped files and layer packages are listed in the Data Catalog for you reference. 
 
Data sets are listed alphabetically in the Data Catalog.  You can search for a specific file name or a key word using the Find tool or the Advanced 
Search tool in Adobe PDF software. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.blm.gov/wo/st/en/prog/more/Landscape_Approach/reas/dataportal.html
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Screenshot of a Data Catalog  
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